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Australia India Water Centre launched by IIT Guwahati

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on Friday, November 6, 2020. Many dignitaries were virtually
aftending the event, including Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of
Australia, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti - Government of India, Indian High
Commissioner to Awustralia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice-
Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions.

Common areas of discussion between India and Australia

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change.

There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality degradation of
surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the virtual summit of
the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that “Water security is a
crifical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen policy and
technical cooperation on mutually agreed activities to improve water management and
sustainable economic development.” With this in view, a number of universities, research



organisations and business partners from Australia and India have committed to establish
the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

MoU signed for the Australia India Water Centre

The MoU signed during this occasion attempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries.

In particular, the parties anticipate this will include collaboration in water research, ajoint
Master’s level program in water futures, student and staff exchanges, workshops and
conferences, and provide short-term training in the water sector to government agencies
and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building, and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, stormwater, and
coastal reservoirs

Master's in Water Resource Management

Establishment of a joint Master’s level program in water resources management
Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policymakers,
NGOs and industry personnel

Promotion of transdisciplinary research and fraining approach in research and
training/educational program

Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally

Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union
Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of India, said, “I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water-related research, teaching, and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”



Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, "Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India”
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lITG, University of Western Sydney collab to encourage water research, establish joint
masters' level prog in water futures

Institute
of

- Technology
Guwahati

Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati in collaboration with the University of Western
Sydney from Australia and 21 other partners from both countries virtually inaugurated
the Australia-India Water Centre on Friday. The MoU signed between the parties will
include collaboration in water research, a joint Master’s level programme in water
futures, student and staff exchanges, workshops and conferences and provide short-
term training in the water sector to government agencies and other participants.

The MoU, signed for a duration of five years will develop longer-term collaboration in
water research, capacity building and knowledge and technology transfer, particularly
focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-
energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related aspects of mutual benefit
to Australia and India through:

- The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, stormwater and
coastal reservoirs

- Establishment of a joint Master’s level programme in water resources management



- Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policymakers,
NGOs and industry personnel

- Promotion of transdisciplinary research and training approach in research and
training/educational programme

- Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally

The centre was virtually inaugurated by Dan Tehan, Minister for Education, Government
of Australia, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti, Government of India, and other
dignitaries. Speaking at the webinar Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, said, "I am delighted
to inaugurate the Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water-related
research, teaching and training between the two countries in the presence of officials
and experts from the water sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this
collaboration towards water sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, TG Sitharam, Director, IITG, said, "Water is
likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre will focus on
collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security, safe drinking
water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other
related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India."
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IIT Guwahati launches Australia-India Water Centre along with University of Western
Sydney

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on November 6, 2020 (Friday).

Hon'ble Minister Mr. Dan Tehan, Minister for Education — Government of Australia, Hon'ble
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti — Government of India, Hon'ble Shri B. C. Patil,
Minister of Agriculture — Government of Karnataka, His Excellency Shri A. Gitesh Sarma,
Indian High Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director — IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice



Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions and many other dignitaries were virtually
present on this occasion. The Water Centre is led by University of Western Sydney from
Australia and IIT Guwahati from India along with 21 other partners from India and
Australia.

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change. There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality
degradation of surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the
virtual summit of the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that “Water
security is a critical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen
policy and technical cooperatfion on mutually agreed activities to improve water
management and sustainable economic development.” With this in view, a number of
universities, research organisations and business partners from Australia and India have
committed to establish the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

The MoU signed during this occasion attempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries. In particular, the parties anticipate this will include
collaboration in water research, a joint Master’s level program in water futures, student
and staff exchanges, workshops and conferences and provide short-term fraining in
water sector to government agencies and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, storm water and
coastal reservoirs

Establishment of a joint Master’s level program in water resources management
Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policy makers,
NGOs and industry personnel

Promotion of transdisciplinary research and fraining approach in research and
training/educational program

Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally



Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of India, said, "I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water related research, teaching and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, “Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India”
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IIT Guwahati launches Australia-India Water Centre along with University of Western
Sydney in the presence of Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister for Jal Shakti

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on November 6, 2020 (Friday).

Hon'ble Minister Mr. Dan Tehan, Minister for Education — Government of Australia, Hon'ble
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti — Government of India, Hon'ble Shri B. C. Patil,
Minister of Agriculture — Government of Karnataka, His Excellency Shri A. Gitesh Sarma,
Indian High Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director — IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice
Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions and many other dignitaries were virtually
present on this occasion. The Water Centre is led by University of Western Sydney from
Australia and IIT Guwahati from India along with 21 other partners from India and
Australia.

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change. There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality
degradation of surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the
virtual summit of the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that “Water
security is a critical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen
policy and technical cooperatfion on mutually agreed activities to improve water
management and sustainable economic development.” With this in view, a number of
universities, research organisations and business partners from Australia and India have
committed to establish the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

The MoU signed during this occasion aftempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and



education between the two countries. In particular, the parties anticipate this will include
collaboration in water research, a joint Master’s level program in water futures, student
and staff exchanges, workshops and conferences and provide short-term training in
water sector to government agencies and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

1. The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security

challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, storm

water and coastal reservoirs

Establishment of a joint Master’s level program in water resources management

3. Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policy
makers, NGOs and industry personnel

4. Promotion of transdisciplinary research and training approach in research and
training/educational program

5. Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement
and networking internationally

A

Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of Indiq, said, “I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water related research, teaching and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, "Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India”

The core partners of this MOU include:

Australia India
Western Sydney University (Lead) Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (Lead)
Deakin University Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

GB Pant University of Agriculture & Technology,

Flinders University Pantnagar



A University OfIndicm Institute of Science Bangalore
Technology

The University of Melbourne Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur
University of New South Wales Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee

Jawaharlal  Nehru  Technological  University,
Hyderabad

Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture &
Technology, Udaipur

The University of Western Australia

University of Wollongong

Department of Environment and
Water, Government of South
Australia

National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee

National Institute of Technology Surathkal

SV National Institute of Technology Surat

University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore
Institute of Rural Management, Anand

Indian Instifute of Information Technology
Dharwad

JSS Science and Technology University, Mysuru
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IIT Guwahati and University of Western Sydney launch Australia-India Water Centre

IIT Guwahati has tied up with University of Western Sydney, Australia, to start a water hub
along with 21 other partners from India and Australia.

and IIT Guwahati from India along with 21 other partners from India and Australia.

A joint declaration at a virtual summit of the Prime Ministers of Australia and India in June
2020 described water security as “a critical challenge for both countries”. It was decided
to deepen policy and technical cooperation on mutually agreed activities to improve
water management and sustainable economic development.

Several universities, research organisations and business partners from Australia and India
have committed to establish the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC). Minster of Jal Shakfi
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Australian Minister for Education Dan Tehan virtually
launched the project.

The MoU attempts to establish an understanding of cooperation for the Australia India
Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The Australia-India Water Centre will enable
both counfries to explore opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term
collaboration in research and education. In particular, the parties anticipate this will
include collaboration in water research, a joint master's programme, student and staff
exchange, workshops and conferences and provide short-term training to government
agencies and other participants.

The activities proposed in the MoU include long-term collaboration in water research,
capacity-building and knowledge and technology fransfer, particularly focusing on
water and food security, safe drinking water supply, river health, water-energy-food
nexus, water for liveable cities and other related aspects of mutual benefits to Australia
and India.

The above activities will be done through the following steps:



« Development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges, including improved management of groundwater, springs, storm
water and coastal reservoirs

¢ Infroduction of ajoint master’s level programme in water resources management

e Capacity-building/training programmes for government staff, policy makers,
NGOs and industry personnel

e Promotion of fransdisciplinary research and training approach in research and
training/educational programme

e Promotion of water expertise of the centre partners, which expands engagement
and networking internationally

Highlighting the benefits of the partnership, Prof. T.G. Sitharam, director, IIT Guwahati,
said, "Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This centre
will focus on collaboration in transdisciplinary research, capacity-building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India.”
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Australia India Water Centre launched by IIT Guwahati

Australio-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on Friday, November 6, 2020. Many dignitaries were virtually
attending the event, including Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of
Australia, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti - Government of India, Indian High
Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High Commissioner
to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director IT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice-Chancellors, Deans
of all the partner institutions.

Common areas of discussion between India and Australia

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change.

There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality degradation of
surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the virtual summit of
the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that "Water security is a
critical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen policy and
technical cooperation on mutually agreed activities fo improve water management and
sustainable economic development." With this in view, a number of universities, research
organisations and business partners from Australia and India have committed to establish
the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

MoU signed for the Australia India Water Centre

The MoU signed during this occasion attempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries.



In particular, the parties anticipate this will include collaboration in water research, ajoint
Master's level program in water futures, student and staff exchanges, workshops and
conferences, and provide short-term training in the water sector to government agencies
and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building, and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, stormwater, and
coastal reservoirs

Master's in Water Resource Management

Establishment of a joint Master's level program in water resources management
Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policymakers,
NGOs and industry personnel

Promotion of transdisciplinary research and fraining approach in research and
training/educational program

Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally

Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union
Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of India, said, "I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water-related research, teaching, and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, "Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in transdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India".
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IIT Guwahati launches Australia-India Water Centre along with University of Western
Sydney

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on November 6, 2020 (Friday).

Hon'ble Minister Mr. Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of Australia, Hon'ble
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti - Government of India, Hon'ble Shri B. C. Patil,
Minister of Agriculture - Government of Karnataka, His Excellency Shri A. Gitesh Sarma,
Indian High Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director - IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice
Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions and many other dignitaries were virtually
present on this occasion. The Water Centre is |...
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Australia-India Water Centre inaugurated virtually

Australio-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation. The Water Centre is led by University of Western Sydney from
Australia and IIT Guwahati from India along with 21 other partners from India and
Australia.

Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of Australia, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
minister for Jal Shakti - Government of India were present.

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change. There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality
degradation of surface and groundwater resources.

The recent joint declaration at the virtual summit of the Prime Ministers of Australia and
India, in June 2020 stated that “Water security is a critical challenge for both countries,
and it was jointly decided to deepen policy and technical cooperation on mutually
agreed activities to improve water management and sustainable economic
development.” With this in view, a number of universities, research organisations and
business partners from Australia and India have committed to establish the Australia India
Water Centre (AIWC).

The MoU signed during this occasion attempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australiaon and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries. In particular, the parties anticipate this will include
collaboration in water research, a joint Master’s level programme in water futures,
stfudent and staff exchanges, workshops and conferences and provide short-term
training in water sector fo government agencies and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building and knowledge and



technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

Shekhawat said, "I am delighted to inaugurate the Australia India Water Center (AIWC)
to promote water related research, teaching and training between the two countries in
the presence of officials and experts from the water sector of India and Australia. My
wishes for making this collaboration towards water sustainability successfull”

Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati, said, “Water is likely to play a key economic
and strategic role in the future. This Centre will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary
research, capacity building and knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on
aspects of water and food security, safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-
energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related facets of mutual benefits
to Australia and India."
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lIT Guwahati launches Australia-India Water Centre along with University

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on November 6, 2020 (Friday).

Hon'ble Minister Mr. Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of Australia, Hon'ble
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti - Government of India, Hon'ble Shri B. C. Patil,
Minister of Agriculture - Government of Karnataka, His Excellency Shri A. Gitesh Sarma,
Indian High Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director — IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice
Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions and many other dignitaries were virtually
present on this occasion. The Water Centre is led by University of Western Sydney from
Australia and IIT Guwahati from India along with 21 other partners from India and
Australia.

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change. There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality
degradation of surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the
virtual summit of the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that “Water
security is a critical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen
policy and technical cooperatfion on mutually agreed activities to improve water
management and sustainable economic development.” With this in view, a number of
universities, research organisations and business partners from Australia and India have
committed to establish the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

The Mol signed during this occasion aftempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries. In particular, the parties anticipate this will include
collaboration in water research, a joint Master’s level program in water futures, student
and staff exchanges, workshops and conferences and provide short-term training in
water sector to government agencies and other participants.



The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, storm water and
coastal reservoirs

Establishment of a joint Master’s level program in water resources management
Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policy makers,
NGOs and industry personnel

Promotion of transdisciplinary research and fraining approach in research and
training/educational program

Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally

Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of Indiq, said, “I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water related research, teaching and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, "Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India”

The core partners of this MOU include:

Australia India
Western Sydney University (Lead) [ndian Institute of Technology Guwahati (Lead)
Deakin University Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

GB Pant University of Agriculture & Technology,

Flinders University Pantnagar




Queensland of

Technology

University

Indian Institute of Science Bangalore

The University of Melbourne

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur

University of New South Wales

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee

The University of Western Australia

Jawaharlal  Nehru  Technological  University,

Hyderabad

University of Wollongong

Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture &
Technology, Udaipur

Department of Environment and
Water, Government of South
Australia

National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee

National Institute of Technology Surathkal

SV National Institute of Technology Surat

University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore

Institute of Rural Management, Anand

Indian  Instifute  of Information
Dharwad

Technology

SS Science and Technology University, Mysuru
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lIT Guwahati teams up with University of Western Sydney; launches Australia-India Water
Centre

Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually through a Webinar, in view of the
pandemic situation, on Friday, November 6, 2020. Many dignitaries were virtually
attending the event, including Dan Tehan, Minister for Education - Government of
Australia, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Jal Shakti - Government of India, Indian High
Commissioner to Awustralia, His Excellency Barry O'Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India, Prof T. G. Sitharam, Director IIT Guwahati, and Directors, Vice-
Chancellors, Deans of all the partner institutions.

Common areas of discussion between India and Australia

The water issues and challenges of India and Australia share many common elements,
including natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water
between urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from
climate change.

There are also pressures due to the over-exploitation and water quality degradation of
surface and groundwater resources. The recent joint declaration at the virtual summit of
the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, in June 2020 stated that “Water security is a
crifical challenge for both countries, and it was jointly decided to deepen policy and
technical cooperation on mutually agreed activities fo improve water management and
sustainable economic development.” With this in view, a number of universities, research
organisations and business partners from Australia and India have committed to establish
the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).

MoU signed for the Australia India Water Centre

The MoU signed during this occasion attempts to establish an understanding of
cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties. The
Australia India Water Centre will enable Australion and Indian partners to explore
opportunities and create synergy for a longer-term collaboration in research and
education between the two countries.



In particular, the parties anticipate this will include collaboration in water research, a joint
Master’s level program in water futures, student and staff exchanges, workshops and
conferences, and provide short-term tfraining in the water sector to government agencies
and other participants.

The proposed activities within the MoU (signed for a duration of five years) are to develop
longer-term collaboration in water research, capacity building, and knowledge and
technology transfer, particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water
supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India through:

The development of tools and techniques to tackle future water and food security
challenges including improved management of groundwater, springs, stormwater, and
coastal reservoirs

Master's in Water Resource Management

Establishment of a joint Master’s level program in water resources management
Capacity building/training programs for government department staff, policymakers,
NGOs and industry personnel

Promotion of ftfransdisciplinary research and training approach in research and
training/educational program

Promotion of water expertise of the Centre partners which expands engagement and
networking internationally

Speaking at the webinar organized on this occasion, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union
Minister of Jal Shakti, Government of India, said, “I am delighted to inaugurate the
Australia India Water Center (AIWC) to promote water-related research, teaching, and
training between the two countries in the presence of officials and experts from the water
sector of India and Australia. My wishes for making this collaboration towards water
sustainability successfull”

Highlighting the benefits of this partnership, Prof. T. G. Sitharam, Director, IIT Guwahati,
said, “Water is likely to play a key economic and strategic role in the future. This Centre
will focus on collaboration in fransdisciplinary research, capacity building and
knowledge and technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security,
safe drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable
cities and other related facets of mutual benefits to Australia and India”
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IIT Guwahati-led Australia-India Water Centre inaugurated virtually

¢ The Australia-India Water Centre (AIWC) has been inaugurated virtually through a
Webinar recently to promote water-related research, teaching, and training
between the two countries

 The Water Centre will be led by University of Western Sydney from Australia and IIT
Guwahati from India.

e Apart from this, it would have 21 other partners from India and Australia.

e A 5-year MoU has been signed to establish an understanding of cooperation for
the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties.

e Under this MOU, both the parties will work to develop longer-term collaboration in
water research, capacity building, and knowledge and ftechnology fransfer,
particularly focusing on water and food security, safe drinking water supplies, river
health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities and other related
aspects of mutual benefits to Australia and India.
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II'T-G, Australian
university launch
water centre

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 10: The
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy Guwahati (IIT-G) along
with the University of West-
ern Sydney, recently launched
the Australia-India Water
Centre (AIWC), stated a de-
layed press release.

The AIWC will be led by
the University of Western
Sydney from Australia and by
NIT-G from India along with
21 other partners from both
the countries.

The AIWC was inaugurat-
ed virtually through a webi-
nar on November 6 in view of
the pandemic situation.

Australian Minister for Ed-
ucation Dan Tehan, Union
Minister for Jal Shakti Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, Indian
High Commissioner to Aus-
tralia Anumula Gitesh Sarma,
erto India Barry O'Farrell AO,
IIT-G Director Prof TG Sith-
aram, and directors, vice chan-
cellors and deans of all the
partner institutions, among
others, were virtually present
on the occasion.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed
during the occasion attempts
to establish an understanding
of cooperation for the AIWC
between the parties.

The AIWC will enable Aus-
tralian and Indian partners to
explore opportunities and

create synergy for a longer-
term collaboration in research
and education between the
two countries.

“In particular, the parties
anticipate that this will in-
clude collaboration in water
research, a joint Master's
level programme in water
futures, student and staff ex-
changes, workshops and
conferences and provide
short-term training in the
water sector to government
agencies and other partici-
pants. The proposed activi-
ties within the MoU, signed
for a duration of five years,
are to develop longer-term
collaboration in water re-
search, capacity building and
knowledge and technology
transfer, particularly focus-
ing on water and food secu-
rity, safe drinking water sup-
plies, river health, water-en-
ergy-food nexus, water for
livable cities and other re-
lated aspects of mutual ben-
efits to Australia and In-
dia...,” the statement said.

Speaking at the webinar
organised on this occa-
sion, Shekhawat said, “I
am delighted to inaugu-
rate the AIWC to promote
water-related research,
teaching and training be-
tween the two countries
in the presence of officials
and experts from the wa-
ter sector of India and
Australia.”
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Australia-India Water Centre inaugurated: Significance and all you need to know!

The Australia-India Water Centre was inaugurated virtually on November 6, 2020 through
a webinarin the view of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Water Centre is an initiative led by
IIT Guwahati, University of Western Sydney from Australia and 21 other partners from India
and Australia.

Several dignitaries attended the event including Australia’s Minister of Education Dan
Tehan, India’s Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Indian High Commissioner
to Australia Gitesh Sarma, Australian High Commissioner to India Barry O'Farrell and
Director of IIT Guwahati Prof. T. G. Sitharam.

The idea behind the formation of Australia-India Water Centre

A joint declaration issued after the virtual summit between the Prime Ministers of the two
nations in June 2020, stated that water security is a critical challenge for both countries.
Hence, both the leaders jointly agreed to deepen technical cooperation to improve
water management and sustainable economic development.

Keeping this in view, several universities, research organisations and business partners
from Australia and India committed to establish the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC).
An MoU was signed during the occasion, which attempted to establish an understanding
of cooperation for the Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) between the parties.
Australio-India Water Centre: Key Highlights

*The Australia India Water Centre will enable partners from both nations to jointly explore
opportunities to pave way for long-term collaboration in research and education.

*The Australia India Water Centre will mainly offer opportunities including:

- Collaboration in water research

- A joint Master’s level programme in water future



- Exchange programmes for student and staff, workshops

- Conferences and short-term training in water sector to government agencies and other
participants

*The MoU for the same has been signed for five years and it proposes to develop longer-
term collaboration in fransdisciplinary water research, capacity building and knowledge
and technology transfer, especially focusing on aspects of water and food security, safe
drinking water supplies, river health, water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities
and other related aspects that will mutually benefit both the nations.

*The agreement also proposes to enable joint development of tools and techniques to
tackle future water and food security challenges such as improving the management of
groundwater, springs, stormwater, and coastal reservoirs.

Significance

The Australia India Water Center (AIWC) will promote water-related research, teaching
and fraining between India and Australia.

Background

India and Australia face many common water-related issues and challenges including
natural extremes of floods and droughts, increasing competition for water between
urban, peri-urban and rural sectors and increased threats to water security from climate
change. Both nations also face the threat of over-exploitation and water quality
degradation of surface and groundwater resources.



