From Fieldwork to Drawings: Mapping the Brahmaputra Floodplains

The accelerating pace of contemporary urbanization, characterized by its homogenizing
tendencies and technocratic planning paradigms, has increasingly distorted unique
regional socio-cultural and ecological balances. The persistent impulse to regulate,
control, and engineer natural systems has led to environmental degradation, social
displacement, and a diminished capacity for resilience in the face of global warming. As
the planetary consequences of global warming become more tangible, there is an
urgent imperative to amend our relationship with nature.

This talk questions the widespread application of conventional development paradigms
in Assam and critically examines their impact on the Brahmaputra floodplains, where
such approaches are fundamentally severing the deep-rooted relationship between
communities and the landscape they inhabit. It explores how visualisations and
mapping can act as tools to recover suppressed spatial knowledge of the Brahmaputra
floodplains. Drawing from extensive fieldwork, it traces the process that maps the
complexities of the relationship between nature, community and state in the char-
chaporis of Assam.
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