Pierre de Fermat (1601— 1665) was a French
mathematician who is given credit for early developments
that led to infinitesimal calculus, including his technigque of
adequality. In particular, he is recognized for his discovery
of an original method of finding the greatest and the
smallest ordinates of curved lines, which is analogous to
that of differential calculus, then unknown, and his research
into number theory. He made notable contributions to
analytic geometry, probability, and optics. He is best known
for his Fermat's principle for light propagation and his
Fermat's Last Theorem which states that there is no
solution in integers of the equation
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mnat, along with Pascal, is known as the founder of
of Probabilities. His views on fundamental principles
ject became the foundation of probability theory.
eory of probabilities grew out of his early
e theory of numbers
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