Karl Theodor Wilhelm Weierstrass (31 October 1815 — 19 February
1897) was a German mathematician often cited as the "father of
modern analysis".

Weierstrass was interested in the soundness of calculus, and at
the time, there were somewhat ambiguous definitions regarding
the foundations of calculus, and hence important theorems could I/
not be proven with sufficient rigour. Weierstrass formalized the | 4 "
definition of the continuity of a function, proved the intermediate
value theorem and the Bolzano—Weierstrass theorem, and used
the latter to study the properties of continuous functions on
closed bounded intervals.

rstrass devised tests for the convergence of series and contributed to the
veriodic functions, elliptic functions, Abelian functions, converging

) illCts, and the calculus of variations. He also advanced the theory of
quadratic forms..
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